
WASHINGTON.
.Liberty and U*W". now and l.rever, one and

luNpuikU."

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7. 1847.

GLANCES AT THE FUTlME.

The official paper announce# that now Mexico
ha* refused to cede all of the territory east of the Rio
Grande, the whole of New Mexico and Upper and
Lower California, together with the right of way
across the Isthmus of 1 ehuantepec, it is the inten¬
tion of our Government to wage a war of redoubled
vigor; that hitherto " we have shown humanity to

her," but now, after the rejection of "demands
conceived in a spirit of signal justice and modera¬
tion," she must be made to " feel die lull pressure
and power of war." In this aspect of things, it is
instructive to hear the views which intelligent and
dispassionate public writers take of the case. We
quote, therefore, the comments of the Washington
correspondent of the Journal of Commerce, who
adds to intelligence a candid, we might say friendly
spirit in all that regards the acts of the Administra¬
tion. In his letter of October 4 this writer remarks:

<« The Administration have determined to pursue the war

with redoubled energy. What is the object in view doe. not

distinctly appear. It cannot be to force a peso, for that S|h
pears to be out of the question. A war of extermination is

threatened on our part, but it is doubtful how tar the Govern¬
ment will be supported in prosecuting such a war, when it is

manifest lhat every honorable end that we have in view can

be attained by withdrawing the troops to a certain line, which
we may adopt as our boundary.

..The first object would be to relieve our forces winch are

already in Mexico. According to Col. Child* s Utter of Hep
tember 10th, he, with his foice of one thousand men, is hem¬
med in at Puebla, and Major Ully at Jalapa. Generals
Lane and Cushing will soon push forwaid with their brigades
to their relief. Letteis from Col. Hughes's command state
that they have reached the National 11 ridge, and have driven
the guerrillas away from before tbem, on every side, llut
still the guerrillas hang around them.

.'The financial arrangements and prospects of the Treasu¬
ry will be essentially altered by the present state of things.
It was only last week that Mr. Walker congratulated hunsilt
upon the fact that another loan would not lie wanted. If we
are to pursue the war merely with a view to punish the Mex-,
icans for refusing to treat, we Bhall want a new loan of fifty
millions. To inflict adequate and certain punishment, ac¬

cording to the plan of the 'Union,' we must send an army
ofTifty thousand men to ravage and desolute the country."

In another letter the same writer, generally well
informed, states that.
"Some of the Cabinet are in favor of establishing a Go¬

vernment in Mexico, and taking possession of the country a.*

a part of the territory of the United States, no matter what
may be its cost in blood and treasure. The President must
soon decide what to do. He has been advised by some to do
now what Gen. Taylor proposed two clays after the battle ot
Monterey ; that is, to ' draw a line and withdraw the troops.
Now is ihe time for the President to take the lead in that poli¬
cy, for there is scarcely a doubt lhat it will be embraced by

" Congiess and the people."
The generally well-advised correspondent of the

Philadelphia Ledger also says he " has reasons
. to believe that various opinions prevail in the
' Cabinet as to the extent to which war ought to be
4 prosecuted." May these diverse views result in
the course which wisdom, justice, and the true glo¬
ry of the country demand !

In the absence of further advices from Mexico,
to which all eyes and hearts are turned with pain-

' ful solicitude, we subjoin a letter from our saga¬
cious New Orleans correspondent, expressing the
views of an intelligent mind near the theatre ot war

on the melancholy and alarming state to which our

Administration has brought the country :

New Ohlkass, September 27, 1847.
,

Messrs. Gales & Skaton :

You will have received the advice of the capture of the capi¬
tal by Gen. Scott. We are all in a state of great anxiety
to learn who have fallen, as then' is no doubt the fighUng has
been the most severe that has yet taken place, end that our

loss has been very heavy.
We have advices frdm Vera Cruz, via Pensacola, by the

brig Oceola at that port, which, though not so late as by the
steamer arrived hore, give some details which we did not re¬

ceive direct; among others that hostilities were recommenced
by the Mexicans attacking Gen. Worth s division with a

great superiority of force, and after hard fighting they were

repulsed with a loss of 2,500 men.Worth suffering very
heavily also, and he himself severely though not dangerously
wounded. I do not credit the reported death of Gens. Pil¬
low and Smith ; indeed, that of the former is even by Mexi¬
can accounts said to be very uncertain. Among other cir¬
cumstances that renders the report doubtful is, that it is under
date of 10th of September, previous to the general battle, and
when we have nothing to lead us to believe that any but
Worth's division had, up to that time, been engaged. I am
afraid that it may be some time before this painful state of

suspense will be relieved, as the J. L. Day has had a very
short passage, and, tMsidee, the roads appear now to be more

completely in possession of guerrillas than ever, and the regu¬
lar communications entirely cut off. One report says Gen.
Scott's loss was 3,000 men ; another in a letter now before
me says, " our losses since leaving Puebla ate 3,000 men.

This would include the battles of the 19th and 20th August.
In either case, however, all we have or shall get by the war

is not worth the sacrifice of the valuable lives that occurred in
those few days.
One letter from s good source at Vera Cruz states that Pa

redes is at the head of 6,000 men on the Jalapa road, with a

view to attack the train under General Lake. The latter has
2,500 men under him, and I have no doubt will mak$ good
his way.

Gen. Patteksok, Major Polk, Ac. put into the Missis¬
sippi in consequence of the steamer Ann Chase, on which they
had embarked at Pensacols, proving unseaworthy. They
temained at the Balize, and would go down in the N. Orleans.
The New Orleans took $400,000 in gold for the army ;

$200,000 moie went last week? and now that the flow of spccie
has ceased from Europe this constant drain of specie for the
army will soon tie seriously felt. Ths above with previous
shipments make $1,800,000 that the public prints have an¬

nounced as having been sent from this port since the lat of
last month, cxcluave of a large amount of bills drawn on Mexi¬
co by the (Quartermaster here.
The present news from Mexico is highly satisfactory as re¬

gards the bravery <ind success of our army, and calculated to

gratify national pride, but in other respects I regard it as the
most unfavorable we have received, as it to my view destroys
the last hope of pcace. The question then arises what is to
be done ! Are we to increase our forces to at least 60,000
men (most of our experienced officers say it will require
80,000) to conquer and keep the ceuntry, or are we to follow
Mr. Calhoun's suggestion to take possession of a boundary
and defend it * One or the other plan must be adopted. Mr.
Polk will have to meet Congress under very trying circum-;
stances, and it is really very difficult to say what will oi ought
to be done.
The epidemic here has rapidly decreased, but really only

for want of material. If strangers. and absentees venture to
retarn before a frost we shall no doubt see a large increase on
ihe present number of victims.
No revival of business yet, and great anxiety in the mer¬

cantile community for the next Liverpool steamer, as disastrous
advices are expected by her as regards losses on produce and
protests of bills. There is much distress ahead on the latter
account, though I think New Orleans will proliebly escape on
better terms than some other cities.
Thus far the prospects of our sugar and cotton crops are

favorable.
We add to the above letter some sensible specu¬

lations of the New Orleans Picayune, received last
evening, on the recent events and present state of
affairs at the city of Mexico :

The Lat* News from Mex ico..Taking it in all its
hearings, we cannot but look upon the last news from Mexico

u the raobt importuut that has been received from there since
the opeuing of the war. We know how severe were the bat¬
tle# of Contrera* aud Churubusco. An atteutiv* perutal of
our Mexican papers convince* us that in the battles that fol¬
lowed those, and preceded the taking of the capital, the Mexi¬
cans made even a still more obstinate resistance, and that the
city was not carried until our little army had suffered a loss

unparalleled in any of the battles of this war. There is no

doubt (he Mexican* were preparing for another conflict during
the whole time that negotiations were pending. On the day
the Mexican Commissioners gave notice that the proposition of
our Government for peace was inadmissible, circulars were

addressed to the clergy, exhorting them to endeavor to obtain
a popular insurrection, and at the same time to the magistrates
of the States of Mexico and Puebla with the same object.
Herrera, by whom the circulars were signed, as the military
cominaudant of Mexico, tells the people to urm themselves
with any aud every description of weapon within their reach,
and assures them that a people determined not to be conquer¬
ed must ultimately overcome their invaders, whom he enjoins
upon Ihtm to destroy "by fire and sword."

Meager as our accounts are, they art sufficient to show that
the battls at the Mill of El Key was a hard-fought one.

Again, on the lath, there u reason to believe there was a ge¬
neral engagement. These engagements, however, were but
the prelude of what waa yet the severest task of all.the
storming of the height* aud works of (Jhapultepec and of the
citadel, and from some accounta it would appear of the city
iteelf.
Many will ]>erhape be disposed to censure Gen. Scott for

not following up the victories of Contreras and Churubusco by
aeaaulting the city immediately. This, however, it is obvious,
waa not so easy a task as the 'letters from his camp, written
after ihoee battles, led us to believe. Those letters left the

impression that there was no impediment to his march, or that
no resi»tance could be offered unless in the city itself; but the
feet that he fought from the morning of the 8th to the night of
the 13th before he effected an entrance is proof conclusive that
be had yrt the hardest work befere him. Besides, in grant¬
ing an armistice, (we say "granting," because it is certain
Gen. Scott was requested by Santa Anna, through the British
Minister, to take the initiative in the matter,) there was a

possibility of negotiating a peace, and he had presented to

him the alternatives of either taking the city at once, without
the |mw|wr< of obtaining a peace, (for the Mexican Govern¬
ment and Congress had declared its intention of retiring at
once several leagues from the capital in the event of its being
taken,) or to enter into an armistice, by the terms of which
neither army was to be reinforced or their fortifications repair¬
ed or strengthened. ,

And it may be well supposed that our

troops, after the hardships they had undergone in their march
from Chalco until they came in front of the enemy's main
works.a march of three days, over a broken and diflicult
country.and after their hard fighting on the 19th and 20th
of August in taking Contreras aud Churubueco, wanted rest,
and possibly might not have l«rn in a condition to attack at

once the formidable works between thein and the city.
It is not in the great loss our army has suffered alone that

this intelligence is important. It shuts out all prospccts of
a peace. 'lb« Mexican Commissioners, with Herrera, the

peace advocate, at thair head, declare that the terms proposed
by Mr. Trist were entirely inadmissible, and their ultimatum
was equally to to us. We find that the Governors of several
of the States, at the very moment that negotiations were

pending, weie issuing addresses to the people inciting them to

rise against their invaders. Even a* early as the 23d of
August it is announced in the Diariu del lloblerno that sev¬

enty member* of Congress had declared their unwillingness to

deliberate in the capital while the ariny of the enemy was

ihreatening it, and they accordingly retired toToluca. Santa
Anna, there ia every reason to believe, is still in the field
with a force ofno inconsiderable strength, and Paredcs ia said
to bo between Puebla and Jslapa with a body of six thousand
men. We have nothing to look for, therefore, bat a prose¬
cution of the war for an indefinite period.

The positions of our two commanding generals.Taylor re¬

duced to the feeblest defensive strength, and Hcott cut down
we know not to what extent, in an enemy's city of near two

hundred thousand population.are such as to demand the Im¬
mediate attention of the Government. Santa Anna is doubt-
lesj still strong enough to menace the valley of the Rio Grande,
and there shoukl lie no delay in reinforcing Gen. Taylor.
With Gen. Scott the demand for more troops must be equsllv
pressing. He is not only in a city containing a hostile popu¬
lation of two hundred thousand, !>ut has Santa Anna in his
immediate vicinity, and we have had too many proofs of the
celerity with which he cat raise srmien to trust to his inac¬
tivity. Prompt and energetic action is required of our Gov-
eminent, or much of the work that ha* !>een done may have
to bo done over again. The Mexicans are learning to fight
from us, as did the Russians under Peter the Great from Charles
the Twelfth, and we cannot be too will or too aoc.n prepared
for some new demonstration on their part.

OUR ARMY IN MEXICO.

The correspondent of the New Orleans Delta
furnishes some additional memoranda of the battles
of the 19th and 20th August. The following are
extracts from his letter : .

..

" ^ev"r there l>cen exhibited in one day so many in¬
dividual instances of heroic courage, indomitable valor, and
determination in overcoming great and apparently insurmount¬
able obstacles. !. rom one end of the ormy to the other there
prevailed but one feeling and one resolve, and that was vic¬
tory or death. Our officers set noble examples to their men,
which were imitated with aa much cool determination aa they
were set. I here was no faltering, no holding !>ack, and there
is no corps or command but acquitted itself with honor to
themselres and credit to the country. The Regulars added
new laurels to those already acquired, and the Volanteera ha»e
given a repetition of the noble beanng of their countrymen on
the Woody field of Duena Vista. South Carolina chivalry
and the sons of the Empire State have inscribed their names
on the roll of fame, and will return home bright ornaments to
the States from whence they came.
"The Mexicana also fought as they never fought be¬

fore ; th*y Urongly resisted us at every [mint, and con¬
tested every inch with the alrongest determination ami
even to desperation. They knew that their capital and
tneir all depended upon the issue, and with this knowledge
and thus prompted, they threw theinoelvcs into the breach
as no person ever expected they would.and one of the l*st
evidences of this is the number of killed and wounded on both
aides.

'(jen. Scott, at the head of our army during the engage¬
ment, received a slight wound in the leg, and, what is very
remarkable, no person whatever except himeelf was aware of
it until after the battle was over. A great deal has been said
and written in reference to the ability of Gen. Scott as a mili¬
tary man, but those who have not seen him in command and
under fire, cannot form any just conception of his alnlitie*.
rtis cool consideration of every thing around him.his quick
perception.his firm resolvM ,.d imiw*liete execution-equvl
if they do not surpass those of any of the great generals who*
deeds have been made so conspicuous in history."

After the works at Churubuaco had been carried by storm,
the Dragoons, under their valiant leader, Col. Harney, were
ordered forward to pursue the retreating foe i and onward thev
¦went, like winged messenger* of death, their bright sabres
glittering in the *unt>cams, amidst the hu/./as of the light
troop, flushed with the victory over the fort The hois
Mrtned to partake of the enthuaiasm of their riders, ami da-b¬
ed forward with supernatural strength, and in this spirit and
state of feeling they overtook the flying ,rmv, and continued
to cut them down to the very gates of the city.

THE LATE CAPT. CAPRON.
A corresjwndent of the Boston Daily Times devotes a

small space in the columns of that paper to the memory of

Capt. E. A. Camoit, 1st Regiment United States Artillery,
who fell in the late action between the American and Mexican
forces. Capt. Capron was a native of the State of New
York and a graduate of West Point. Whilst but a young
lieutenant circumstances made him the acting captain of his
company, which duty he discharged, with but little interrup¬
tion, for many years, allhough his promotion to the actual
rank was but recent. He served in Florida for several years,
and at the battle of Withlacoochee, (his first action,) when
the odds against the whites were so fearful in numbers and in
the concealment afforded the Indiana by the hammock, he led
with succcss the chargo of bayonet^ on which the entire
safety of the little band depended. He thus estai.lished
(while young) his reputation as a brave soldier and an officer
of talent. The tciirs of his young widow.a native of Bos-
Ion, and a niece of the late Colonel fahvixo, of tho United
States Army.and tho cries of ait helpless orphans, attest
his claim to yet nobler titles.a man of the highest moral
worth, a fender and devoted husband and father.

THE MASSACHUSETTS CONVENTION.

We extract froin the account given of it by the
able correspondent of the Tribune, the annexed
notice of the late imposing Whig Convention which
met at Springfield, Massachusetts :

Sprisufield, (Mm) SitrTtM am 29, IH47.
The MaabacliUbeiu Whig ConvenUou thai assembled ihia

day at this place has Imen distinguished for greater eminence of
talent than perhaps any one convoked for a like occasion. Mr.
WtbSTiB waa here by particular request { so were Mr. Win.
Timor, of Boston, and Mr. PaLraar, of Cambudge, Mr.
Gminhkll, of New Bedford, and Mr. Absott, of Andover,
all ineinbers of Congress. In all, there were about six hun¬
dred Delegates.

Hon. Geo. Asumun presided over the deliberations of the
Convention, and, on assuming the chair, made one of the most
appropriate addresses ever delivered on a like occasiou. He
discharged the duties of his position to universal satisfaction.

Joseph Bull, of Bobton, was appointed chairman of a

committee to diaught resolutions. [Already published in the
Intelligencer.]
On the reassembling of the Convention in the afternoon,

Mr. Webster spoke for sn hour and twenty minutes ; and I
do not believe I say too much in aascrting that on no previous
occasion was he more happy in the enunciation of his senti¬
ments. In regard to the Mexican war and the extenaion of
slavery, he was most emphatic in his declarations. The in¬
justice of the former he denounced in terms of the warmest
indignation, and toward the latter he expressed his earnest
and unalterable hostility.

It is impossible to convey an idea of the loud, continued,
and tumultuous applause with which the speech was received.

I shall forbear a more extended notice of this admirable
speech, because it is soon to appear entire in print. Mr. Thos.
Tileston, an able and well-known stenographer, made a full
report of the speech, which will soon appear in the Button
Allan.

Hon. Mr. Palfrsv intioduced a resolution, additional to
those recommended by the committee, declaratory of the in¬
tention of the Whigs of Massachusetts to vote for no man as

a candidate for the Presidency who was not opposed to the
extension of slavery.

I confess I saw no mischief in this resolution ; but most
ablo men thought otherwise, particularly Mr. Winthrop,
who deprecated the passage of the resolution in strong lan¬
guage. Some discussion was elicited upon the subject, in
which, among others, Messrs. Palfrey, Sumner, C. F.
Adams, Dwiuht, oS Springfield, and Grat, of Boston,
participated.
The amendment did not pass. The resolutions reported by

the committee were unanimously adopted : one of which re¬

commended in the strongest terms Daniel Webster to the
National Convention as the candidate of MassajhusetU for
the Presidency.

In the evening the Convention dissolved, after a most inte¬
resting session.

MONEY MATTERS, &c. IN NEW YORK.

FROM THE EXPRESS OF MONIIAT.

The news from the Army and from Europe has completely
disarranged the stock market, and ellecled a 'large decline,
with the market closing in favor of buyers. Treasury notes
fell ; Pennsylvania 5's, 1 per cent. ; Ohio 6's, h ; Head¬
ing bonds, 1} ; Reading mortgage, 1 ; Morris, 1£ ; Farmers'
k>an, 'ii ; Canton, 2£ ; Norwich and Worcester, 2g ; Read¬
ing, 2g i Long Island, 2 ; and llarlein, 2 per cent.
The news by the Hibernia is calculated to have an impor-

t int effect upon affairs here. The great pressure in monetary
matters continues, and in the large number of failures there
can be little doubt that losses will be experienced here. The
news in relation to breadstuff's is calculated to attract to the
seaboard a part of the large stocks, unless our farmers are in¬
fatuated. The steamer that brought the news which start¬
ed the grain to market last year, sailed on the 4th of Septem¬
ber, thus giving us last year two weeks more of canal navi-'
gation than arc left us now. This fact should warn the farm¬
ers ofiuhe necessity for prompt action in forwarding, even if
they would have it only stored, where it can lie available
during the winter.

Qne o'clock P. M..The merchants received their letters
about 11 o'clock. Those from Liverpool and London repre¬
sent the money market in quite as bad a state as the published
accounts, and a gloomy prospect for the coming winter. It
is, however, very acceptable to learn that the losses by the
failures in London will fall very lightly on this city. Some
of the banks suffer, but they can bear it.
The remittances for the last three or four weeks have been

lighter than usual, and the amount of bills to come back will
be comparatively moderate.
The news, however, has made an impression in Wall

street; Treaauiy notes have fallen to 1J per cent, premium,
with every reasonable prospect that they will go much lower.

Decline of the Grain Market..An English
paper gives the prices of grain on the first week of
each month, as follows :

Wheat. Isdiah Corn.
pir bunheI. per bushel.

March 1 $2.10 $1.98
April 5 2.101.50

May 32.46 1.50
June 7 2.791.50
July 5 ,..2.131.20
August 2 1.8090

EX-PRESIDENT PAREDES, (of Mexico.)
In relation to Pareiies, the Area Iris, of the 18th instant,

after mentioning that the Padre Jarauta had left Soledad for
Jalapa with a force of three hundred men, well mounted and
equipped, with the intention of attacking the first train that
went up, says it has reliable intelligence that the ex-President
was in the State of Puebla with a force of six thousand men,
prepared to prevent any reinforcements from teaching Gen.
Scott. It is added that he had declared it was his intention,
in returning to his native country, only to serve her in her dif¬
ficulties^ and not to foment a revolution for his personal ad¬
vancement. Earlier advices state that he had been sick at Te-
peaca, from which he had recovered. He had been appoint¬
ed Inspector General of the National Guard, or militia of Pue¬
bla ; but the Arm Iris shrewdly observes that it is not prolia-
ble he returned to Mexico to obtain so empty an honor as this.
The Government up to the last advices bad made no attempt
to arrest him in hi* proceedings.Picayune.
Cavals asn Railroads ik the Ukited States, &c*

Mr. Distvbmkli. has iaeued proposals for publishing an en¬

tirely new work on the canals and railroads of the United
States, to lie edited by Orville L. Hollet, Esq., late Sur¬
veyor General of the State of New York- The work to be
comprised in an octavo volume of about 400 pages ; contain¬
ing a description of all the works of internal improvement in
the United Stales, finished and unfinished. Also, giving on

the principal railroads tables of atatialics as to speed, fare, ex¬

penses, earnings Ac. : with notices of works of internal im¬
provement in the British Provinces and Mexico; giving a

brief account of the projected canals and railroads extending
from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. The whole to lie ac¬

companied by a map of the United States and Canada.

The number of immigrants to Canada who have died in three
months on ship board, or after they were landed, is seven thou¬
sand unt hundrrd andforty-
A veeeel, recently arrived at Gross Isle from Londonderry,

had wben site sailed :H>4I passengers, eighteen of whom died
on the passage, and 120 were landed aick. At Gross Isle
several of the clergymen in attendance and sixteen of the nuns
were sick of the fever.

From Peis acoi.»..A letter of the 23d September in the
New Orleans Picayune says : " The following-named persons
have died of yellow fiver on hoard the Decatur : Midshipman
B. F. Casmicmael i J. B. Schenck, surgeon's steward i Hy.
Mansfield, quart*rm»*icr; Andrew Gardner, landsman ; John
Wilson, 7: C. hoy ; Ca*[>er Gordon, private marine.

Troct !.The " oldest inhabitant" in theec parts has
knocked under, and candidly confesees that he has never be¬
fore known these delicious fish to lie so abundant as they are
at present. Our waters are actually alive with them. Pitch
out your line wherever you may, you are sure to find one of
the yellow-linncd gents in readiness to seise it. Some three
or four dsysagoMr. John Turner, who resides near the mouth
of Briton's Bay, took two hundred andseventy-four, at a sin¬
gle silting, on Tomkinx's bar in the Potomac river. Even
here this is regarded as an extraordinary feat.

[L'unardfown (St. Mary's Co., Md.) Beacon.

GENERAL TAYLOR.

W« h*»e retired from Dr. Bronsov, the gen-
lo whom il wai addrested, a copy of the

following letter irom General Taylor, with a re¬

quest for it* insertion in the Intelligencer.a request
which we cheerfully and readily comply with :

AiintCtiTiu Am*r or Occi'vatio*,
Camp war Monterey, August 10, 1847.

Mm : Your letter oi the 17th ultimo, requesting of me an

exposition of my views on the questions of national policy
now at iwnr between the political parties of the United States,
haa duly reached me.

I must take occasion to say that many of my letters, ad-
drewed to gentlemen in the United States in answer to similar
inquiries, ha\e already been mude public, and 1 had greatly
hoped that all person* interested had, by this time, obtained
from them a sufficiently accurate knowledge of my views and
desires in relation to ttiis subject. As it appears, however,
that such la not the case, I deem it proper, in reply to your
letter, distinctly to reptat that 1 am not before the People of
the United States us a candidattfur the next Presidency. It
is my greet desire to return at the close of this war to the dis¬
charge of those professional duties and to the enjoyment ol

those dornasiu- pursuits from which I was called at il* com¬
mencement, and for which my tastes aud education liest fit me.

I deem it but due to candor to stale, at the same time, that,
if I were called to the Presidential Chair by the general voice
of the people, without regard to their political differences,
I should deem it to be my duty to accept the office. But while
I freely avow my attachment to the administrative policy of
our early Presidents, I desire it to be understood that I cannot
submit, even in thua accepting it, to the exaction of any other
pledge aa to the course I should pursue than that of discharg¬
ing its functions to the l*st of my ability, and strictly in ac¬

cordance with the requirements of the constitution.
I havo thus given you the circumstances under which only

can I be induced to accept the high and responsible office of
President of the United States. -I need hardly odd that I can¬
not in any ease permit myself to be brought before tho people
exclusively by any of the political parties that now so unfor¬
tunately divide our country, as their candidate for this office.

It afords me great pleasure, in conclusion, fully to concur

with you in your high and just estimate of the virtues, both
of heid and heart, of the distinguished citizens [Messrs.
Clat, Wkhster, Adams, McDufpie, and Calhouw] men¬

tioned in your letter. 1 have never yet extrcised the privilege
of votng; hut hud 1 been called upon at the last Presiden¬
tial ele tion to do so, I should most certainly have east my
vote for .tjr. Clay.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Z. TAYLOR,

Major General U. S. Army.
F. S. tliiuxsov, M.D., Charleston, 8. C.

Ma.joil i.ALX.r'8 Traix..We regret to learn that our gal-
lant younf townsman, Captain William J. Claiik, of tho
12th IWjbent of United States Infantry, has been severely
woundei in one of the attacks made by the guerrilla parties
upon th train under the command ol Major Lallt, and to
which ( aptain Clark's company belonged. The " Lvnch-

' burg Vi jinian" has a letter from an officer of the United
States A rmy, dated Jalapa, August 25, which gives more par¬
ticulars f the adventures of the train on its route up than we
have yet)seen. The train was more harassed than any other,
in consciucnce of the belief that it had a large amount of spe¬
cie. It met the enemy on the 10th, 12th, 15th, and 19th of

August, and cut its way through in every instance, with a

loss, in the aggregate, of more than eighty men. Twelve
were killed and several of the wounded afterwards died. Maj.
Lally received a balloon the 19th, when near Jalapa, through
his neck. Capt. Calwcll, of the Voltigeurs, and Capt. Cum-
roings, of the 11th Infantry, b^h from Virginia, and Captain
Clark, of North Carina, were severely wounded, the first in
the head, and the se#>nd in the leg. We sincerely hope that
neither are mortally Injured..Rqleigh Register.
Release of tii| E-icarxaciox Poisoners..At length

we havo the pleasure (says the New Orleans Picayune of the
28th uliimo) of announcing the release of our brave country-
men who were takin prisoners at Encarnacion and other places
by the Mexicans. It will be recollected that Col. Do Russy,
with his command, was dispatched fromTampico some months
since to effect ti* release of the American prisoners. Yes¬
terday <t>e United Slates steamship McKim arrived in the river

from V«a Cruz, having on boord a number of these men.

About tjnrty-fivc of the released prisoners (teamsters) remain¬
ed at Tamjico, in the employ of the United States (Quarter¬
master at tlat place.
More Tioops fou the War..The Mobile Advertiser of

the 27ih u.limo says : " Six companies of mounted men,

comprising the Georgia Battalion of C avalry, under command
of Lieut. Col. James S. Calhoc*; of Columbus, arrived here

I in the coubc of Saturday and yesterday, and have encamped
two or thrte miles out of the city. They came by land to

Stockton, bence to this city per steamer Selma. The troops
are in fine lealth."
The Cobmbus Enquirer of the 28th ultimo says : " The

companies composing the Infantry Battalion left our city on

Saturday list, under the command of (-apt. V\ m. M. Nel-
sos, acting Lieutenant Colonel. They will march, wo un¬

derstand, to Mobile, where they will embark for Mexico
The boys nave an arduous service before them. They will
be cheered, however, on their way by the reflection that their
friends at home will sympathize in their sufferings and glory in
(heir gallantry."
A Rioi'c Janeiro letter of August 12 says : " Mr. Ton, the

American Minister, and family, are well, but had not up to

the above dale landed, and it was thought he would not be

presented at Court until he receives further instructions from
our Government. He will in the mean time take a house and
remain a private citizen until bis instructions arrive. Mr.
Walsh, the present Secretary of Legation to the Embassy of
Mr. Wise, will remain as Chargr d'Affairee.

.« Mr. Wise will lie ready to sail for the United 8tates about
the 1st of September. The Brazilians are doing all kind of
things to bring themselves in trouble."

Foaaieir Oritvart..Among the deaths of eminent men

recorded in the papers by the steamer are those of Marshal
Oudinot, l)uke of Reggio, at the age of 81 ; M. Francis Fran-
zen, Bishop of Hernosand, in Sweden, known as a poet and
historian, 65 ; and Chief Justice Pennefathei, of the Queen's
Bench in Ireland. He presided at the trial of Mr. O'Connell

Naval..The United States steamer Princeton, bound for
the Mediterranean, arrived at Fayal on the 6th of August, took
on board 200 tons of coal, and sailed on the 9ih.
The United States ship Preble, Com. Shields, sailed from

Callao on th* 9th of August for California, 'with $200,000 on

board for the use of the squadron.
Steamboat Disasters..Loss ok Lite..A steamboat

accident happened in the Ohio river near Portsmouth on Sa¬

turday last, caused by a collision of the steamer 8unbcam with
the steamer Motive. The Sunbeam was sunk in twelve feet

water, and eight German emigrants who were on board un¬

fortunately found a watery grave. The boat and cargo are a

total loss.
The steamboat Mississippi struck a snag near Turkey

Island, and almost immediately sunk to her hurricane deck,
and waa totally loet. Seven persons attached to the company
of returning Illinois volunteers and twenty horses were drown¬
ed by this disaster.

Accommobatiho..A Baltimore paper says a colored man
was taken to the Washington College with the frae'.urc of a

Irg of such a character as to leave no alternative but amputa¬
tion to save his life. An hour was accordingly appointed,
and preparation made for the operation, and several profes¬
sional gentlemen were present with the students to procec
therewith ; but, on an attempt to commence the work, the

patient became alarmed, and declined it. He was assured
that his life would be the price of his refusal, to which he re¬

plied that he would rather lose his life than his leg The case

was becoming rather serious, and there seemed to be an in!.uper-
able "Iwtacle w the man's resolution, which, if yirl«WIto,
would inevitably bring al»out his speedy death, when l'r. »i >-

son remarked, somewhat at random, " But , calling
him by name, "you see I have invited several of my friends
to witness the operation, and if you a-re determined to rrtuse

they will be disappointed." The poor fellow turned it over a

moment in his mind, and then promptly replied, " ^ r"»
Massa Gibson, sooner than the gentlemen shall he dnap-
pointed you may take off the leg." Thus courtesy predomi¬
nated, humanity was satisfied, science was entertained, and
the obliging patient is doing well.

THE WAR.ITS MANAGEMENT, Ac.

moM TUB BALTIMOUE iMLlKiX.

The late rejection by the Mexicans of our overtures for
peace has gjven occasion for one of those periodical bursts of
martial enthusiasm to which the official pajter at Washington
gives way whenever its ill-founded confidunce in the pacific
disposition ot Santa A&bia and his Government meets with
disappointment. The Union of Saturday evening speaks in
this wise :

" The character of our war must change. It must be pro-secuted with new ardor and with new power. Our enemy
must be made to feel its burJens and its evils more and more.
She must bear the brunt of its expenses. The inhabitants of
her towns must be laid under stringent contributions. Bub-
sistence for our armies must be gathered from her country.Sinco conciliation is spurned, the strong hand must be resorted
to to maintain our rights and honor. Mexico must l»e made
to feel that she now continues the war at her [«r 1.at her
peril of incurring all its evils and losses.at her peril of pay¬ing the penalty of its further prosecution in* terms of )>eace
even less favorable to her pretensions than those which we
have already offered. Meantime nothing must be wanting on
our part to the most vigorous prosecution of tho war. We
must pour in new troops upon her, and demand and take from
her authorities and her people the means of subsisting and
supporting them in the ^eld.'f
Now, we respectfully submit that the public has had a sur¬

feit of this. The character of the war has been going to

change ever since the first exhibition of Santa Anna's dupli¬
city, when Gen. Tayi.ob lay on the Rio Grande without the
means of advancing to Monterey. Again and again, the
dupe of an extraordinary infatuation, Mr. Polk has allowed
himself to be played upon, relaxing the rigor of military ope¬
rations in the belief that peace, through Suntu Anna's influ¬
ence and good faith, was just at hand. On every such occa¬
sion the l'resident has found himself the victim of a woful
sell-delusion^ yet each mortifying disappointment has b£en
speedily followed by a relapse into the weakness of credulity,
into the indulgence of vain hopes; and our armies, with in¬
adequate forces, or with insufficient supplies, have been
obliged to wait aftor every new success to be paralyzed by the
delays of abortive negotiations. The thing was ridiculous
long ago 5 it now begins to wear the aspect of insanity.

But after every successive failure to negotiate tho Union
has been loud and proluse with jost such words as we have
quoted above. If any one will take the trouble to refer to the
files of that paper at various periods, such as the epoch of
Mr. Bucmaxax's rejected proposals, sent to the Mexican Go¬
vernment through Com. Conner, shortly after Santa Anna's
admission into Mexico, or the time of Atocha's useless mis¬
sion, or of Mr. Thist's ineffectual advent upon the Mexican
shores, he will find that the Union has been repeating itself
with a parrot-like volubility, and with such a display of ver¬

bal valor and patriotism on paper, such flourishes of heroic de¬
signs and of future performances, that Bombastes and Capt.
Bobadil, rolled into one, with the martial temper of their
swords transfused into the pen, could not have produced more

glowing manifestoes of prowess in advance.
The repetition of the same language which has so frequent¬

ly preceded disappointment now gives rise to no confidence.
" We have talked long enough," says the Union. True :

the same remark might have been made long ago. " We
must be done with this kind of war, too much like a peace"
Well, who made it so ? " We must conquer a peace hi/
those means only which are calculated to effect it." Very
good. Trust no more to bribes, no more to the good faith of
your chosen adept in treachery, Santa Anna. If Taylor had
been permitted to march towards the city of Mexico, to con¬

centrate there his forces with those of Scottt the glories of
Buena Vista T&tsjining his way and catching new brightness
and fervor from succeeding victories, there would be no occa¬

sion now to speculate as to "those means only" which are

calculated to effect a peace. This would not do. No, the
happy idea of that masterpiece of diplomacy which would
make the Mexican leader the agent of Mr. Polk in Mexico
could not be given up. It still remained to be seen whether
Santa Anna's permitted return to Mexico might not be pro-
ductivc of pacific results.
Look at the consequences of this mistaken policy, if that

can be called policy which is marked throughout by weak-
ness. Taylor is kept inactive on the line of the Rio Grande,
while Scott, marching for the city of Mexico by way of Vera
Croz, fights the battle of Cerro Gordo with an army compos¬
ed in part of twelve months volunteers, Whose term of ser-

vice is on the verge of expiring. He is left, after bis tictory,
with crippled means. He cannot advance beyond Jalapa un¬
til he is reinforced. Slowly he makes his way to Puebla, and
there he must wait. In the mean time his communications
with Vera Cruz are obstructed by the ene-ny ; he cannot

spare men to keep the line open. Every detachment that
come to reinforce him has to fight its way ; every train bring¬
ing him supplies arrives ,at the cost of successive struggles.
Mr. Trist is with the army to negotiate with an enemy who
make no secret of their hopes of cutting oll^ gradually and by
detail, the whole invading force. The city of Mexico, how¬
ever, is approached, and Gen. Scott fights the battle of Chu-
rubusco with nine thousand men. An armistice succeeds;
and it is expected that a city of 180,000 inhabitants, in the
midst of a populous country, with an army to defend it fsr
more numerous than the invaders, will listen to terms of peace
when those very invaders, nine thousand or less in numbers,
are three hundred miles from their point of supplies, and lia¬
ble to have all their communications cut off.

It will be seen' by letters from Mexico, published in this
morning's American, that the garrison at Puebla has been
hemmed in by 4,000 Mexicans for three weeks, and that Ma¬
jor Lally, with 1,000 men, who was on his way to reinforce
Gen. Scott, is surrounded and shut up in Julipa, and cannot
venture out. It further appears that about one month has
elapsed since the battle of Churubusco before a reinforcement
ran start from Vera Cruz to attempt to force its way to Gen.
Scott's assistance. Gen. Lane left Vera Cruz for this pur¬
pose on the 19th with a detachment, peihaps, of some 2,000
men. The whole country, says the letter from Puebla,
swarms with guerrillas.
We shall look for the meaning of the Union's assurances,

of energy and promptitude, in the future conduct of the war,
not to the words themselves, but to the actiuns which shall
follow them. The country is anxious to know what are now

the designs of the Administration, and what are to be the
means for carrying them'out.to know whether the former
arc wise and the latter adequate.

OFFICIAL.

U. 8. Fui 8mr Ot«i»iTowii,
Vm Cat *, SirT. 6, 1847.

Sir : I am again called upon to announce to the Depart-
rrtent the death of another valuable officer of the squadron.
Passed Assistant 8urgeon J. Howard Smith breathed his
last yesterday evening at the naval hospital.
The death of this and the other medical officer * may in part

be ascribed to the extraordinary anxiety and labor to which
they were subjected in their attendance upoii the sick ; worn
out in body, though not in zeal and c. urage, they had not
sufficient strength toticsr up .igainst«thc effecUof disease when
it raine upon them.

Doctor Smith was attached to the steamer " Spitfire," and
volunteered with Doctor Hastings, ot the Mississippi, to take
charge of the sk*k at the hospital, when Doctor Tnorney wa*
taken with the fever.
Words cannot express my feelings on seeing there devoted

men stricken down as they have been by the epidemic, from
the fatal malignancy of which their own incessant labors and
watching by night and by day have saved so many.
As a proof of the nobis self-devotion of Dr. Hastings, sn

example worthy also of the character of his lamented cnm| a-

nion, Dr. Smith, I subjoin an extract from tho " suk report"
of tho 30th ultimo. '

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, vour otalicnt
servant, M. C. PERRY,

Commanding Home Squadron.
Hon. Joitx V. Masox,

Secretary of the Navy, Waahington.
Extract from the report of I'a»»rd A**i*tant Stirgi m J 'fin

Hatting*, dated
"l'*tm«TATi« Nim Hospitai,

"Salhaoiwa, Acmcst 30, I#47.
" Aware of the diminished number of medical officers in

the squadron, and fearing y«m might be worried and jxrj'le*ed on account of the sickness of Dr. Smith, I conceive it »y
duty to my that I feel myself quite able to take chstge of the
sick at present on the island, (number of sick in hosptt>l 121,)
and all who will be likely to come. Having bu n on a pre
vious tccasion, from similsr misfortunes, called upon to dis¬
charge as heavy and important duty as the ptescnt witb'>ul
succumbing, I hope I shall in the prMerit instance again be
equal to the task."

Lieut. Joseph McElvaijt, of the,1st regiment U. H. dra¬
goons, died near Santa Fe, on the 10th of July, of a wound
received on the 4:h of that month.

AnM i inTEMilUE.lUC.

Ct rretpondence of\kt Stw Orleans LhJio.
Viai Cioi, Miimi, ttimaiia 14.

Wince my Iant the partie* in the Qiivtonmtor'i Jrfmi*-
incut have been kept rather busy here ia woin itmum,
troop*, See , not only to "clear Um» track ' but to k*«p M chmm
between here and the National Bridge, in ontor to pmrnt
those frequent and vexatious annoyance* which have m con¬

stantly been met with by our lata train* going up, and iipi
cially by the reinforcement which was on ita way up under
command of Captain WclU for the purpose of fulfilling a re¬
quisition made on the Governor by Major Lally for fct>lp.

I he first (rain I mentioned a* having left in ray advice aeai
you per the McKitn; the train (under command ui litem
Colonel Hughea) took complete possession of the National
Bridge, the great stronghold of the guerrillas, and the aceM
of Father Jarauta's great generalship in the matter of CaptainWells. Jarauta had 4,00# men and Wells had not mora
than one-eighth the number. Col. Hughes's command, which
next came up, took possession of this point after firing twenty-four round shot and shell into the enemy's ranks, which wera
immediately after scattered with confusion and dismay. Tha
minutia of this little skirmish have not as yet transpired, but
they are such as doubtless will reflect honor on the command.
Col. Hughes's command was composed of the mounted volun¬
teers and Uiacoe's rangers. In all about 400 men.
The next train which went up consisted of forty-seven wag¬

ons, one company of the Id Illinois volunteers, and a detach¬
ment of the mounted rangers in command of Capt. Fairchild.
They reached the National Bridge in perfect safety. Col.
Collins had the command of this train.
The third train went up on Friday last, and has not yet re¬

turned, it consisted of thirty-five wagons and aneocoit of about
350 troops; they went up under the command of Captain
Heilzelman. '

Another train, it is expected, will leave here to-morrow or
next day, and it is believed that the Quartermaster intends to
establish a depot for forage, mules, See. at San Juan, about
six league distant from here, and represented as being a moat
delightful situation, well watered and extremely healthy.

It has been decided here to establish a depot at the National
Bridge, and that can now be accomplished without much dif¬
ficulty ; for although the place was infested and overrun with
guerrillas a short time since, yet such has been the terror

spread amongst them by the few email bands of American
troops which have shown themselves in their mid*>t that now

they are rather "scarce thefeabouts." It is to be hoped now

and from henccfotth, therefore, that the difficulties of commu¬
nicating witlb the interior will be much lessened.the great
danger to be apprehended at all times existing between here
and the National Bridge.

There have been two deaths this week at the camp at Vera
Gorda, both occurring in the first battalion of the Illinois regi-
ment. E. D. Anderson, 1st Lieutenant company A, died on
the 11th, and Jauies R. Lynch, 2d Lieutenant same company,
on the following morning. The bodies were interred with
military honors by a detachment of the Louisiana battalion.
In consequence of the number of sick at camp belonging to the
Illinoisians this duty devolved on the battalion here.

Vera Cauy., Mexico, September 19, 1847.
The largest train that left here since Gen. Pierce left camp

Vera Gorda to-day, for the interior. It went under com¬

mand of (J!en. Lane, and will be accompanied by about sev¬

enty-five wagons. The Governor not having received any
official report of the strength of the command under General
Lane, I learned, through the politeness of the quartermaster,
that it will amount to about 1,750 men, and two pieces of
artillery ; fifty of the Louisiana Mounted Rangersj the Ohio
and Indiana regiments, with about 250 regulars, chiefly com¬

posed the body. Col. Hughes, who is now stationed at the
National Bridge, with a large force, will transfer 400 regu¬
lars to Gen. Lane's command, and these will swell the latter's
to 2,100 or 2,200.

I am sorry to inform you of the sickness of acting Adjutant
Lieut. Crittenden ; he has had a fever, but, under the care of
Dr. Macfurlane, is now recovering speedily. Adjutant C. is
an old " West Pointer," and one who enjoys the esteem of
his offioers and the high respect of all who know him.

Adjutant Arthur met with a severe accident on Sunday last,
by being thrown from his horse, but is now recovering.
An express arrived hero yesterday, bringing an account of

Gen. Scott's entry into the city of the Aztecs. The news ie
from a Mexican source, but is more generally accredited than
such news usually is. The last fight between Scott and the
enemy is said to have been a most severe one, the latter not

having surrendered without a terrible struggle, teirible on both
sides ; while it lasted a fearful slaughter was effected. Santa
Anna is reported to have left the city and gone to Guadalupe,
with the shattered remnant of his defeated army.

FROM THE VERA CROC BC3T OP SEPTEMBER 14.
From Major Lallt's TraIX..We yesterday saw one of

the party detached by Capt. Well*, under command of Lieut.
Henderson, and which our readers will recollect was sent for¬
ward for the purpose of informing Major Lally of the advance
of his reinforcement. From him we learn that this small party
(already reported to have been all shot by order of the chief
Aburto, commanding guerrillas at the National Bridge) had
lost but one man in all and some four or five horses. After
passing the National Bridge, and from thence along the whole
line of their march until they reached Major Lally, they had
continual skirmishing, were frequently surprised by parties
greatly outnumbering them, and subject to much suffering for
want of provisions. They succeeded ultimately, however, in
reaching the train, and when there found that Bemnpon's
company was along with it. In the frequent skirmishing
which ensued during the period which elapsed between the
departure of Henderson's party and thoir joining Major Lally
our men suffered severely at times. The whole loss, how¬
ever, was, it appears, but trifling ; one man is reported killed
whose name has not transpired.
The detachment left Jalaps, accompanied by some of Be-

san<; >n's men, on Saturday and arrived here yesterday. They
number in all twenty-eight men. They had been sent on a

scouting expedition by Major Lally, who is still at Jalapa, but
while in the act of returning to that place they found them¬
selves surrounded ,by so large a number of the enemy that it
was concluded to make for this city, and they got safely on

their route as far as the National Bridge, when the Mexicans
attacked them, and succeeded in killing one of the party (Mr.
Ralph Depass, of New Orleans) and three horses. They fi¬
nally aucceeded in croasing the Bridge, and met a few miles
from there the train which left here a few days ago. We
learn also that they found on the road the body of Lieutenant
Twiggs, which had been disinterred by the Mexicans.

CORRESPONDENCE OF THE IIAILT 5ATIOJVAL.

Momteret, Auohst 26, 1847.
There is very little news of a general nature stirring here.

The order on this line of operation* is to remain statu quo.
Things may be summed up thus : General Wool remains at

Buena Vista with the Mississippi rilles, the North Carolina
regiment, and the. "First Families." The 10th regiment,
Col. Tibbatts, will garrison Monterey. Several detachments
will be placed at the pouts below, whilst Generals Cuxhingand
Lane, with their respective brigades, will go Sooth. General

Taylor returns home in November.
Several men have been killed here lately, but nothing else

could Iks cxpccted, as the Americans walk through the out-of-

the-way jHaces of the town, at all times of the night, unarmed
and perfectly reckless of exposure. However, if blood can

appease their manes, their ghosts will never stalk the earth,
for they are always amply provided with Mexican comrades.
4 Some fiend in human shape last night made a terrible illus¬
tration of a " little more grape, Capt. Bragg," for be placod
under the bed of the (jallant soldier an eight-inch bomb shell,
with a train leading i ff by which it was ignited. The explo¬
sion was terrific, but fortunately the Captain received no in¬

jury. Two of the missiles went through his bed willifnt
touching him. His escape ia looked upon as miraculous, the
contents of the shell having been scattered around for a hun¬
dred yards. No cause is assigned for this Attempt up.in Capt.
Bragg's lite, except that some of his men thir.k he ia too se¬

vere in bis discipline. This is the second attempt upon
hie life.

Health <>r New Orl»:a*^..The aggregate of deaths in
thi* city for one week from Saturday morning, the 18th in¬
stant, has been 201, of winch 102 were of yellow fever. The
corresponding" figures of the preceding week were 249 and
Ifil. The report of interments in oufrsister city of Lafayette
has been irregularly received this wetk, and the deaths there
are consequently i.ot brought into this estimate. The health
of that place has greatly improved. No fears are expressed
of a new impulse bring given to the epidemic in either city,
unless absentees «houl<l return or strangers should come among
us. We repeat the precaution that it is dangerous to do so.

[ Pifayune.


